The Land League ; the Boycott; and Mrs. Q'Shea
V
Parnell now felt in need of a newspaper. Mr. Edward
Dwyer Gray, who owned the Freeman's Journal, was not
friendly to him or his policy, and had made and fomented
trouble for him over a dispute about the Irish University
Bill, during which the words " Papist rats " escaped from
someone's mouth and were attributed to ParnelL Parnell,
supported by a number of his Catholic colleagues, denied
that he had uttered them, but Mr. Gray, supported by a
number of his friends, maintained that he had; and the Irish
capacity for raising a shindy about a trifle almost caused
a crisis in the party. On this occasion, it may be noted,
Parnell, who had his family's predilection for Papists, or,
rather, their desire that justice should be done to them,
wished to demand the full Catholic claim for a University,
whereas Mr. Gray's friends were willing to accept the Govern-
ment offer of a mere examining board, miscalled a University.
The Freeman's Journal was a very influential paper,1 and
Parnell realised that he must have a friendlier organ at his
service if he was to keep the Irish public informed of his
purpose.
A group of assorted weeklies flourished then, as now, in
Dublin, all of them professing highly patriotic and noble
sentiments, although some of them were conceived in the
gutter in which they were chiefly sold, and were entirely
scabrous in character. Three of them, the Irishman, the
Shamrock, and the Flag of Ireland, were owned by a per-
petually impoverished Mr. Pigott, who was destined eight
years later to be a principal conspirator in the attempt to
charge Parnell with complicity in crime.
Richard Pigott was a shiftless, moon-faced man who fell
1 It was a victim of patriotic fervour from 1916 to 1924, and in the
latter year ceased publication*
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